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College and Careers 

 Cost/Value/Accountability 

What good is a college degree? 



College and Careers 

 
2013 HERI Survey of First-Year Students 

   “Very important” reasons for attending college  

  

 

 
85.2 



Careers 2014-2025: The “T” 

  

Boundary Crossing Competencies 

Creative and Critical Thinking, Teamwork, Global 

Perspective, Writing, Analytical Reasoning 

 

 

 

Disciplinary 

and  

System 

Depth 



Careers 2025 

“Join us for a gathering of industry, higher education, professional 

associations, and government leaders to explore how we can 

collectively innovate undergraduate learning in order to cultivate 

tomorrow’s talent. A service-based economy increasingly demands 

individuals with deep disciplinary knowledge, the ability to 

understand and work within complex systems, and the ability to 

collaborate across disciplinary boundaries.” 

 

Participants in this first T-Summit will share perspectives on future 

talent needs and develop a blueprint for action that extends the 

national conversation on transforming undergraduate education. 

About T-Summit 2014 



Finishing the “T” 

 

Have you heard of any of these? 

– The Fullbridge Program 

– General Assembly 

– Intern Sushi 

– Coursolve 

– Koru 

 



Koru 

“Practice the relevant skills that innovative 
companies look for. Be coached by top executives 
who show you how to excel from day one. Build 
your network from direct connections to 
professionals and other talented graduates. Get 
interviewed by a top company and a chance to 
get that first great job that launches your 
successful career.” http://www.joinkoru.com/koru_program 

 

http://www.joinkoru.com/koru_program


College and the T-shaped Careers 

Institutionalization of Creativity 

•Buffalo State:  Pending Ph.D. in Creativity 

•Drexel: online Masters in Creativity 

•Rapid increase of minors in Creative Thinking or Creativity 

•University of Georgia: Center for Creativity and Talent Development and an 

interdisciplinary graduate certificate in “Creativity and Innovation” 

•UMass-Boston: Masters in Creative and Critical Thinking 

•MOOC, September 2013:  120,000 sign-ups for one-month course in 

“Creativity, Innovation, and Change” 

 

 



Demographic Ultimatum: High School Grads 

1. Numbers 
• Through 2022:  3.2-3.3M annually 

• 2024-25:  3.5M  

• 2025:  back to 3.3M 

3. Composition 
• All groups except Hispanic and AAPI have birthrates lower than replacement 
• By 2020, 45% high school graduates will be minority 

2. Distribution 
• Northeast:  High school class of 2028 will be 10% smaller than class of 2009 
• South:   16% over 2009 
• Midwest:  Stable 
• West:  Moderate growth until through 2024 

 



International Students 

U.S. will be largest and fastest-growing destination for foreign 
students through the next decade, with China and India 
contributing the lion’s share. 



E-Learning 

• Only 3% of undergraduates have actually taken a MOOC 

• Preferences of undergraduates for “some” online components 
(58%) 

• But doesn’t mean that e-learning has lost its promise 
– Preference of adults for online learning 

– Most efficient way to “layer” competencies 

– “Just-in-time” education 

– Could address some access issues for new college populations 

 



Research 
• Traditional funded research 

- Less $, fewer grants at the federal level 

- State funding sources drying up 

- Increased regulations moving beyond administrative capacity 

- Interdisciplinary and international research are increasingly valued 

- $1 of research funding costs $2.50 institutional dollars 

 

 

 

• Industry-funded research 
- Industry supports 7% of total university research and up to 16% in biotech areas 

 
 

• RFC Report (“bottom-up assessment of the current health of the 
American research university”) 

- “The academic research enterprise has become hypercompetitive and complex, and 
faces many combined pressures it has never experienced before. At the same time 
expectations for university-based research to produce creative solutions to a growing 
list of complex problems have never been higher.” 



Up and Coming Research Areas 

• Implantable devices 

• Clean energy 

• Big data analytics  

• 3-D printing 



Parting Caveat 



Vision 

 

Through a dynamic educational model that blends 
learning, doing, imagining, researching, creating, 
and partnering within a student-centric culture, 
we will prepare our students to excel in those 
careers in which depth, breadth, versatility, 
ingenuity, and collegiality are prized.  

 


